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“START WHERE YOU ARE. USE WHAT
YOU HAVE.

Do what you can."

!
I
H

– ARTHUR ASHE
On page 7 and 8, we take the time to reflect on some of
our recent events; Spring into Spring and Time to Spare.
You will also find details of our upcoming January event;
Waves of Sound.

- Sonia Sheppard

Seasons Greetings everyone!

It’s not every day that we get to celebrate the unique and
amazing things that people in our communities do for the
holiday season. In this edition, we introduce you to Jesse
and Caitlin, a Christmas-loving couple. Don’t miss their
uplifting story and their tips and tricks for celebrating
on a budget (page 5-6).
We also want you to meet Santa Clause – aka Michael –
whose mission it is to bring joy and happiness, especially
at this time of year. On page 6, Michael discusses his
commitment to fundraising and bringing his community
together with his very own Wonderland.

At times, the hot weather can make it difficult to get on
top of the gardening. With lots of budding house-plant and
garden enthusiasts on the rise, this edition features the
first in a series of gardening tips from our team at Bedford.
Learn about watering and lawn care on page 10.
Finally, we would like to take this opportunity to thank
those of you who completed our Tenant Connect survey.
On page 11, we explore your feedback and introduce you
to some changes that you will see in the new year!
On behalf of everyone at Junction, best wishes for 2022.

-Senior
SoniaManager,
Sheppard
Tenant Services
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We’re delighted to welcome Amy
to our Placemaking Team. Starting
with Junction as a student in 2012,
Amy previously worked
in our homelessness and
outreach services.

“I love having the opportunity to work with
people from all backgrounds, share in their
ideas and celebrate their achievements,”
Amy said. “It’s really uplifting to hear their
stories and walk their journey with them,
whatever path they are on.”

Junction acknowledges we are living on traditional Aboriginal Lands
and we offer our continued respect to Aboriginal people past and present.

Get in Touch
General Enquiries: 8275 8700

Join us on social media

Niipu-Niipu Wama

Photo via: Avenue De Saxe

GET YOURWheels On
THE MORTON ROAD SKATE PARK IS NOW OFFICIALLY OPEN
If you have been in the Christie Downs area over the
past year, you have probably seen – or heard – the hype
about the new sports and recreation hub in the heart of
the community.

“It has been great to see so many people from different
backgrounds with different interests utilising the facilities,”
Jeff, Community Development Officer, Youth Engagement
at the City of Onkaparinga, said.

Having commenced construction in 2020, the hub
officially opened its doors on October 30.

“It has been really positive to see the site becoming so
popular and providing the local community with a safe
space to go and participate in sport and recreational
activities.”

Now officially named Niipu-Niipu Wama (meaning
‘friendship park’ in the Kaurna language), the project
was made possible through a partnership between the
City of Onkaparinga Council, the Roger Rasheed Sports
Foundation and the State and Federal Governments.

Next time you are in the area, be sure to stop by to check
out the space – and don’t forget to bring a ball, racquet,
skate board or bike!

The skate park has been designed for all skill levels and
caters to bikes, roller-skates, scooters and skate boards.
The landscaped outskirts provide shade, seating, playequipment, multi-use sports courts and
BBQ facilities.

Maintenance: 8210 7010
Please quote your Unique Payment Reference number when
paying via EFT, Westpac deposit and cheque or money order.
Bank: Westpac
BSB: 035 053
Account: 298 277
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junctionaustralia.org.au
Junction’s registered community housing provider is
Junction and Women’s Housing Ltd.

Location:
Corner of Morton
and Flaxmill Road,
Christie Downs.

Opening
Hours:

24 hours a day

Cost:

Amenities:

Free

Skate Park (all skill levels),
BBQ facilities, shaded seating
areas, playground equipment,
grass oval and multi-use courts.
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A SPECIALDedication
With blue skies and bright sunshine, it was the perfect
setting for a community celebration at Melrose Park.
Around 80 people, including residents and neighbours,
gathered at Fig Tree Terraces and Apartments, one of
our recently completed developments, on Saturday,
October 30. The event also coincided with the dedication
of a reserve within the site to former Junction Chair
Mike Canny who passed away last year.
After a warm, musical Welcome to Country by Robert
Taylor from Kuma Kaaru Cultural Services, the crowd
heard from Mike’s wife, Gabrielle, as well as the
Honourable Michelle Lensink MLC and Dr Heather
Holmes-Ross, Mayor of the City of Mitcham.
Special thanks to residents David, Sandy and Matthew
who opened their homes to visitors on the day.

Communities
are
successful
NOT JUST BECAUSE OF THE PHYSICAL

ENVIRONMENT BUT BECAUSE OF THE
COHESIVENESS OF THE NEIGHBOURHOOD
AND IMPROVED WELLBEING AND SAFETY
OF PEOPLE.”

– MIKE CANNY

“I WASN’T SURE WHAT TO
DO AS A SINGLE DAD BUT
I’VE GROWN SO MUCH SINCE
BEING PART OF THE GROUP,

I'm even bringing my
nephews and nieces now."
– JAIMIE

Jaimie with his son Ockie
(L-R) Gary Storkey, Chair of the South Australian Housing Authority (SAHA); Matthew and David Burton, Junction General Manager, Housing

Kids & Dads
The impact of positive male role models – whether
they be dads, uncles, brothers, step-fathers foster carers,
grandparents or friends – in the lives of children and
young people cannot be underestimated.
Through the Kids and Dads program run out of our
Hackham Community Centre, Junction supports and
helps nurture these special connections.
Program co-ordinator Malcolm said 112 sessions had
been held at the Centre since the program started there
in October, 2017 with six families attending most weeks.
“Most of the dads who attend are single parents,”
Malcolm, a Community Development Officer at Uniting
Communities, said. “We do some things together as a
group but it’s also about encouraging and supporting
free play activities indoors or outdoors, enabling dads
to spend that one on one time with their kids out
of the house.”
Malcolm said some of the group activities ranged from
cooking recipes which could be replicated at home to
building go karts. Most recently, the group has been
working on creating a model town which they will soon
electrify with fairy lights.
Jamie, who has attended Kids and Dads weekly with
his son Ockie for several years, said the group was
a great support.
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“When my partner and I broke up, I had my son full time,”
he explains. “It was a bit overwhelming so I started to
look for Dads’ groups which led us here.”
“Malcolm was great and it has just became a routine that
we both look forward to.”
Jamie said he had also forged friendships with some
of the other dads who attend.
Among Ockie and Jamie’s favourite activities – building
obstacle courses like the Ninja Warriors ones on
television. “He also uses the cubby houses as a restaurant,
takes orders and delivers us food. I thought when he
started school he might grow out of wanting to come
here but every Wednesday he’s still so keen. He’d be
really sad if we stopped going. So would I.”
Kids and Dads is a Communities for Children Activity
funded by the Australian Government’s Services
Australia. It is a collaboration with Anglicare SA, Uniting
Communities and Communities for Children Onkaparinga.
The program is held every Wednesday from 3.30pm5.30pm during school term at Hackham Community
Centre. To register your interest for term one, 2022
or to find out more, phone Malcolm on 0437 232 124.
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Jesse & Caitlin's

BUDGET-FRIENDLY TIPS FOR CELEBRATING CHRISTMAS

Something
Old
SOMETHING NEW

Jesse and Caitlin decorating their Christmas tree for the holiday season.

AS A YOUNG COUPLE IN THEIR EARLY 20s, JESSE AND CAITLIN ARE
DETERMINED TO BUILD A FUTURE TOGETHER – ALL THE WHILE SPREADING
JOY AND POSITIVITY WHEREVER THEY GO.
Having both experienced significant trauma in their lives,
Jesse and Caitlin met as young teens working together
at a fast food restaurant. They have since become each
other’s biggest supports.

Since moving in, the pair have made vision boards to
map-out their goals, which includes giving back to their
community, working on their overall health and becoming
home-owners. They are also determined to eventually
become foster parents and build a granny-flat where they
can provide temporary stays and a hot-meal to anyone
experiencing homelessness.

Their adaptability and resilience shone through during
a period of homelessness when, while living in their
car, they made the best of community resources to
shower and eat. Jesse used public Wi-Fi to upskill himself
with free certificates and apply for jobs, while Caitlin
continued to work on her Certificate 3 in Childcare.

“We don’t like the idea that there is anybody out there
experiencing it,” Caitlin said. “Anything we can do,
we want to do!”

Eventually, the couple received a Junction housing offer
in the southern suburbs of Adelaide. With the support of
Youth110 and Junction, Jesse and Caitlin moved into the
property, sourced furniture and made their house a home
– ready to begin their new life!

The now newly-engaged couple plans to celebrate their
first Christmas in their home by connecting with their
neighbours, decorating their home, baking, making arts
and crafts, watching old pageants and of course, Caitlin’s
childhood tradition of The Muppets Christmas Carol.

There
was never a moment
WHERE WE FELT LIKE WE HAD BEEN FORGOTTEN

“It’s just going to be lovely,” Caitlin said.

Novelties:

Decorations:

Crafts:

DIY Christmas Crackers

Paper Chains

Pasta Christmas Trees

You will need:
• Recycled toilet paper tubes
• Wrapping paper
• Ribbon
• Sticky tape/glue
• Jokes, paper crowns, lollies or small
toys (optional)

You will need:
• Coloured paper
• Glue/Tape/Stapler
• Scissors
• Pens, pencils, paint & stickers

You will need:
• Glue
• Paint
• Dry pasta shapes
• Scissors
• Cardboard

Measure your wrapping paper by tripling
the length of your cardboard tube and
allowing enough width to cover the
entire tube. Lay your tube down in the
centre of the paper and fill it with items
of your choosing. Once filled, roll the
tube in the paper until it is fully covered
and secure with tape or glue. Gently
twist the paper at either side of the tube
and secure with ribbon.

Start by decorating the paper,
if desired. Cut even strips
(approx. W:4cm X L:20cm) and
make a loop by attaching the
two short ends with tape.
Loop the next strip through
and secure. Continue until
your chain is the desired length
and hang on your tree or from
your ceiling.

Start by cutting out your
cardboard into a Christmas tree
shape. Cover the card in glue and
arrange dry pasta pieces over
the top. Once the glue has dried,
paint and decorate the pasta tree.
You can hang it on the tree as a
decoration or write on the back
and give it out as a card.

Michael in his Santa’s Wonderland

Secret Santa

A (NOT SO)

For six years, Michael has been
building sleighs and decorating
his home to reflect the magic of
Santa’s Wonderland - spreading
cheer to his local community in
the inner south.
Inspired by a story on 60 Minutes,
Michael was moved by the
struggles of a young boy named
Levi who only had half of a working
heart. He later heard of Levi’s
passing three days before his
10th birthday.
“It affected me in a way I didn’t
realise,” said Michael.
Wanting to contribute to the cause,
Michael raised funds for HeartKids
Australia by constructing his first

– JESSE
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sleigh in 2015 – and from there,
it simply grew.
Sourcing mostly recycled materials
and utilising op-shops and
donations, he soon turned his
home into Santa’s Wonderland the perfect fundraising base for
community members who wanted
to support the cause.
Every year, Michael’s Wonderland
continues to get bigger and better,
with local kids coming to see the
lights, jump in the sleigh and
experience the magic!
Michael has no expectation for
families to donate, as his overall
focus is on bringing the
community together.

SPRING INTO SPRING
We started September with a spring in our step!

Thank
you
“WE HAD A FUN FILLED PACKED DAY. ALL TIRED WHEN WE

Around 400 locals joined us at Hendrie Street
Reserve in Morphettville for a special
family event.

GOT HOME AS THE DAY WAS JUST THE BEST.”

– CHANTAL

Old MacDonald’s Travelling Farm – complete
with bunnies, goats and lambs – was a huge
highlight and who could say no to a free BBQ
lunch cooked by the Camden Park Scout Group.
Attendees sported their glitter tattoos while
getting involved with their local clubs to dance,
play games, trial their sporting skills and
get active!
This event was made possible, thanks to our
partners at MarionLIFE, Marion YMCA, White
Lion, Family by Family, Scouts, Stay Active,
and the City of Marion.

“THE KIDS LOVED INTERACTING WITH THE
ANIMALS AND COMMUNITY GROUPS.

Families enjoying Spring into Spring

We had the best day!"
– NATALIE

“WE HAD SUCH A GREAT DAY.

HOLIDAYSpread
TIME TO SPARE

Amazing
experience
THAT WE AS A FAMILY WOULD NOT HAVE BEEN

In July, we welcomed almost 400 people to our free
ten pin bowling events, held at Marion and Noarlunga.
With luck on our side and eased COVID restrictions,
children and families had a blast showing off their
ten pin bowling skills!
Families had a chance to connect with each other,
as well as make new friendships within their community.

ABLE TO EXPERIENCE IF IT WAS NOT FOR
JUNCTION SO A BIG THANKS FOR ORGANISING
IT AND MAKING IT AVAILABLE TO OUR FAMILY
AND MANY MORE FAMILIES.”
– ANONYMOUS (SURVEY FEEDBACK).

“TODAY HAS EXCEEDED
OUR EXPECTATIONS,

Thank you!"
– JEN
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There were plenty of
activities for my kids to do,
my kids loved the petting zoo"
– PAULA

Waves of Sound IS BACK FOR 2022

In January, we hosted one of our most loved family events of the year. So, we’re bringing it back!
Grab your towel, sunscreen and loved ones, and come and join us for a day of fun at the pool.

Location

Marion Outdoor Pool,
Park Holme

Date

January 20th 2022
10am - 2pm

Bookings

Bookings essential via the link below:
www.waves-of-sound-2022.eventbrite.com

STRATHALBYN TOOL
LIBRARY

is here!

GARDEN
TOOL
LIBRARY
Where:
Strath Neighbourhood Centre
6 Parker Avenue, Strathalbyn 5255
When:
Call to book a time.
Garden tools available for hire.
FREE for Junction tenants or
$5 per item if not a Junction tenant.
*A $10 refundable deposit is required for all hires.

Please call 0431 337 044
for more information.

SUMMER

Garden tips
With summer around the corner, the team at
Adelaide Property and Gardens share some
seasonal tips to help keep your garden in top
shape during the warmer months.

PROTECT YOUR GARDEN
Now is the perfect time to consider mulching to protect
your soil from heating up and drying out in warm weather.
Mulch reduces the amount of irrigation needed in
summer and can improve the overall appearance of your
garden. Using organic matter-based mulches, such as
composted bark chips, will slowly add nutrients to your
soil as it breaks down.

Adelaide Property and Gardens (APG) has been
providing extensive landscaping and horticulture
services for over 30 years. As Junction’s largest
gardening contractor, APG provides employment and
skills training opportunities for people with disability
across South Australia.

(L-R, Top) Norma from the Strathalbyn Neighbourhood Centre and volunteers Daryl and Julia
(L-R, Bottom) Sam, Junction Placemaking Manager and Denise, Junction volunteer

ARE YOU
LOOKING FOR AN
APPRENTICESHIP?
The Adelaide Property and Gardens team in action.

NEW EMPLOYMENT PATHWAYS THROUGH SOUTH AUSTRALIAN
HOUSING AUTHORITY (SAHA) ARE NOW OPEN.

While watering your plants is crucial during summer,
choosing the right time of day to do so is just as
important. It’s best to water your garden at cooler times
of the day, like early in the morning. If you choose to
water in the afternoon, allow enough time for foliage
to dry out before sunset otherwise mildew and other
fungi may attack the leaves.

Apprenticeships and traineeships in office administration, bricklaying,
plastering, electrical, painting, carpentry and tiling.
◦
◦
◦
◦

Age 16+
Currently living in, or registered for, social and community housing
No experience required
On the job training and support

For support in registering, contact the placemaking team at
placemaking@junctionaustralia.org.au or phone 8275 8700.

LAWN CARE

WATERING

Make sure you’re giving your plants a long water and
a good soak. This encourages larger and stronger
roots which helps plants become more drought and
heat resistant.
1 page registration form
available via the QR code.

To protect your soil and keep grass roots from frying
in the warm weather, raise the height of your mower
blades to leave the grass a little longer.
Longer turf wears better and, most importantly,
suppresses harmful weeds. As mentioned, give your
grass a deeper soaking around once a week, rather than
frequent and quick surface-level waters.
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RESULTS
Annual Survey
LISTEN. LEARN. LIFT.

These three words are pertinent as Junction strives to
deliver the best possible housing and support to those
we work with.
Preliminary results of our Annual Tenant Survey,
undertaken independently by the Community Housing
Industry Association NSW, have now been released.

87%

SAY
Your

MORE THAN HALF

In June, we started a process to consult with you on this
magazine. The publication, which has been going since
2012, has evolved a lot during this time and we thought
it was high time we asked for your thoughts on how we
could keep it engaging, informative and relevant to you.
We sought your views via an insert in the magazine,
as well as online and with the assistance of our staff at
events and inspections. Your views were independently
collated and reported to us.
What you like
• Interactive components of the magazine
including recipes and puzzles
• Size, font style, and colours
• Human interest stories
What you don’t like
• Hard copies – Almost half of the respondents
mentioned they would prefer to receive their
magazine online. We are keen to support this request
for anyone who would like to transition from hard
copy post to email. If you would like to receive your
magazine electronically, please email
placemaking@junctionaustralia.org.au
or discuss with your Housing Manager.

What you want to see more of
• Advertised events and programs
• Stories related to tenant issues and concerns
affecting their housing, tenancy and health/wellbeing
• Competitions
• Articles focussing on all geographical areas where
we manage properties including the mid-north
and Fleurieu
• Household tips on cleaning and gardening
• Articles written by tenants
Your constructive views and advice are greatly
appreciated. From the first edition next year, we will
be making some changes to reflect your feedback and
requests as well as making some subtle changes to the
name design of the magazine – without compromising
the font size, style and colours you like.

STAY TUNED FOR THE FIRST EDITION OF JUNCTION CONNECT IN AUTUMN 2022!
PAGE 11

said they experience
loneliness or social isolation

85%

The feedback, good, bad and otherwise, is one of the key
sources of information which helps us improve and shape
our services. Of all respondents:

ALMOST ¾

said they were satisfied with the
services provided by Junction

NEW YEAR, NEW LOOK

This year, we received 878 responses.

said they were
satisfied with
the condition
of their home

ALMOST HALF

said they had reported a repair
in the last 12 months

36%
1/3

said their life had
“greatly improved”
since living in a
Junction property

said they didn’t feel
that their current
neighbourhood or community
cares about them

said they lived with physical
or mental health issues that
limited life opportunities

MOST COMMON 42%
NEIGHBOURHOOD 37%
PROBLEMS
29%

46%

94%

live with a disability

86%

said they were satisfied
with repairs and
maintenance services
provided through Junction

OVER
HALF
PAGE 12

Rubbish or litter
Noisy neighbours
Vandalism and graffiti

who have been relocated as part of
the redevelopment of Oaklands Park
said they felt supported by Junction to
make the process as positive as possible

didn’t think they would be
likely to be able to attend
a Junction neighbourhood
event in the future

Summer Word Search
DEBBIE’S BURGERS
This rissole recipe comes courtesy of Debbie, from Oaklands Park.

Debbie cooking her burgers on the barbeque

INGREDIENTS

METHOD

500 grams of mince

STEP 1

1 ½ cup self-raising flour
1 packet of dry chicken noodle,

Mix all ingredients together.
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French onion or Dutch curry soup.

Leave to rest for 2 hours, or overnight if possible to develop the flavours.
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1 finely chopped onion

STEP 3
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STEP 4

As the bottom starts to brown, flip the patty and allow to cook through.

BEACH

SUN

OCEAN

BARBEQUE

STEP 5

SUNSCREEN

HOT

HOLIDAYS

BALMY

HAT

SWIMMING

THONGS

SURFING

SHADE

ICECREAM

PICNIC

POOL

2 eggs
1 cup of water
1 cup of milk
Optional: grated carrot or zucchini

Spoon mixture onto a medium-to-hot BBQ or frypan.

Great served with BBQ, or mashed potato and vegetables.
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CelebratingCHRISTMAS 2021

FEELING FESTIVE AND LOOKING FOR WAYS TO
EMBRACE THE SPIRIT OF THE SEASON? HERE’S SOME IDEAS:
CHRISTMAS LIGHT MAP:

MARIONLIFE:

www.kidsinadelaide.com.au/best-christmaslights-adelaide

Community Christmas Day Lunch
$5 per person

SANTARILLA TRAIL:

Book ahead via (08) 8277 0304 or info@marionlife.org.au

Clarendon, Kangarilla, Meadows and Beyond.

Don't forget

Follow the trail to see if you can find all 80 displays of the
man in the red suit!
December 1st 2021 to January 4th 2022
https://www.facebook.com/Santarilla-2083502531961228

Location: Marion Church of Christ (Next to MarionLIFE)

to check out your neighbourhood's local
Christmas Carols and community events!

OtherSERVICES
While Christmas brings joy to many people, the reality is
– the festive season isn’t such a jolly time for everyone.

HEART & SOUL:

Past trauma, family breakdowns, financial pressures,
loneliness and isolation can make this time of year really
hard for a lot of people. Experts also warn that the
impact of the pandemic could also compound emotions,
circumstances and the impact on our community over
the next few weeks.

Free food hamper support throughout SA.
Visit their Community Pantry Locations at:

If you are feeling down and need support, reach out.

Colonnades Shopping Centre, Ramsay Place (opposite
Colonnades Tavern) between 10-2 Monday-Friday.
H&S Group Warehouse, 30 Fourth St, Wingfield,
between 10-2 Monday-Friday.

Lifeline (crisis support/suicide prevention):
13 11 14

Alternatively, for home delivery, visit
www.heartandsoulinc.com.au to check your location’s
delivery details and place your free order.

Beyond Blue (Mental Health Support):
1300 22 4636 – online chat for support is
https://online.beyondblue.org.au/#/chat/start

BAPTIST CARE SA COMMUNITY FOOD HUB:

Mensline:
1300 78 99 78

For students and Concession Card holders, you can visit
the centre for free bread, fruit and vegetables, as well as
purchase other heavily discounted items.

1800RESPECT:
1800 737 732

216 Wright St, Adelaide

Eheadspace
(online/telephone support/counselling 12-25):
1800 551 800 or https://headspace.org.au/eheadspace/

08 8118 5200
Open 10-3 on Monday-Thursday,
closed on public holidays.

junctionaustralia.org.au

Summer Colouring
FOR AGES 3-10

Win a kids prize pack

By bringing the below picture to life with pencils, textas or crayons!

TO ENTER:

Take a photo and send it to
placemaking@junctionaustralia.org.au

